[HBV markers in severe hepatitis B].
In order to elucidate the relationship between hepatitis B virus (HBV) replication and severity of hepatitis B, HBV serological markers and HBV-DNA in 56 patients with chronic hepatitis B were detected using the methods of ELISA and PCR, respectively. The results showed that the positive prevalence of HBeAg and/or HBV-DNA in chronic severe hepatitis B (5/25) was much lower than that in non-severe chronic hepatitis B (26/31) (P < 0.01). The study provides the suggestive evidence that viral replication is significantly reduced in severe hepatitis B. Also, increased replication of HBV appears to be not the cause of hepatic necrosis in severe hepatitis B.